Ultrastructural analysis of acute lymphoblastic cells: peanut lectin binding correlates with degree of differentiation of the leukemic cells.
Peanut agglutinin (PNA) has been shown to bind selectively to immature cells. Bone marrow cells from some children having acute lymphocytic leukemia (ALL) bind PNA while cells from other ALL patients do not bind, the significance being that the patients whose cells bind PNA have a poorer prognosis than those not binding PNA. In the present study, PNA was conjugated to horseradish peroxidase and the two cell types were compared. Cells binding PNA are immature compared with the non-PNA-binding cells.